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grinding the shavings. It is important, however, that
chroming should be done according to the directions given,
as this chroming" is somewhat light it may be desirable to rettim
the grains to chrome liquor after splitting or shaving, before
finishing them for leather purposes.

The great difficulty in the use of chromed hide-powder Is t:riat
when thoroughly dried it absorbs water extremely slowly. It is,
therefore, necessary to weigh out the quantity of the air-dry
powder which is required for the estimations expected, and unmix
it with water to a thin paste, and allowing it to soak for at iea.st
six hours (preferably overnight) ; 10 grm. of powder "being"
allowed for each determination. After soaking, it is freed as
completely as possible from water by squeezing in cheese-cloth,
mixed with a fresh quantity of distilled water, and again squeezed
out as tightly as possible and well mixed. The total weight
should be about 30 grrn. of wet for each 10 grm. of air- dried
powder, containing about 70 per cent, of moisture, in the wet, a.nd
10 per cent in the air-dry state. With practice it is easy to get
within i per cent of the moisture stated in the \vet powder. If
too wet, mixing on filter paper will rapidly reduce moist lire.
Accurate determination of moisture is unnecessary.

30 grm. of the wet powder is used for the detannisation of
150 c.c. of the tannin solution, which may be conducted in a
wide-mouthed bottle, cylinder, or bealcer (tumbler). Ei trier
shaking or maceration will give approximately equal resxilts,
but further experience is needed to determine the time of shak-
ing exactly equivalent to one hour's maceration, which Kopeclcy
regarded as the standard method. Longer maceration, or
repeated filtering will slightly increase absorption. The mi secure
Is now poured on a filter-paper in a funnel covered by a clock-
glass and is allowed to run through, and twice returned to the
funnel.

50 c.c.  of the  solution   is  evaporated  as   usual  and
rected by multiplicatioa by05Q + water ofjo grin.) ^

cor-

150

mois-

ture being determined on a portion of wet powder.
Some few dark coloured materials, and especially some
quebrachos arid mangroves, of which the infusions cannot be
detannised by the hide-filter without dilution, also require th.e use
of 40 instead of 30 grm. of wet powder in the present niettiocL